US SEAFOOD NEWS



1. The House Energy and Commerce committee has released its version of the chair Henry Waxman's Food Safety bill. We review the major provisions. One would expand haccp to all food producers. Another would give the FDA authority to accredit labs, and to request results of any test done by an accredited laboratory. Also, food processors would be required to register with FDA and pay a $1000 annual fee. There are a number of other provisions in the bill that will involve tighter regulation of imported seafood. We provide a full summary and a link.

2. In other news, when Ocean Choice took over Polar's business on PEI in 2004, part of the purchase deal made with the government was that the province would not provide assistance to other competing lobster processors. Now the Province is considering breaking that contract even at a cost of $10 million. This is fairy-land economics, where the addition of more processing capacity in a weak market is somehow supposed to raise the price by competition. Instead it would raise the costs for all packers, making the whole industry less economically viable for harvesters as well as processors. The real economic problem is the over-production of 2 to 3 ounce tails at a time when the buyers are moving away from that item- but no one wants to raise or limit the minimum size.

3. The tuna canner and WWF partnership, the ISSF, has red-listed the eastern big-eye tuna following a board meeting. The announcement served notice that the industry fully expects action at the IATTC meeting next month in San Diego to curb fishing to follow the RFMO's own scientific advice. A boycott on purchases by a majority of the global industry will begin in September if no action is taken.

4. Canada's governor general defended herself and sealing against outraged Europeans yesterday, following her highly publicized participation in eating a seal heart. Hunting seals, she said "is part of the way of life of thousands of people in our country. In the North, in the Arctic, in the East, also in coastal regions. It is part of their economy. It is well-administrated. It is vital for them. It is done in a sustainable way. A very respectful way. And I'm certainly not indifferent to that. I respect that." Well said, Michaelle Jean.

5. In a throwback to the 1950's and 1960's, Russia is once again building a state fleet of fishing vessels that will roam international waters. Finishing touches are being put on a new company that will receive money from the Russian government to build or buy vessels, and then lease them to fishing companies. The goal is to boost Russia's high seas catch. It is not clear whether the fleet will revert to the notorious Russian practice of pulse fishing - designed to visit an area every 7 or 8 years, fish it out, and then wait years for it to recover.

6. Finally, the crab industry got a boost today as NMFS released its final rules amending crab processing caps. This change was supported by all stakeholders, and will make it more feasible to completely harvest the TAC's for the smaller crab fisheries, where all the processing may in fact be done by a single operator.
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